Prague within two months, and therefore I begin               .

to fear that I shall be unfortunate enough to lose to
the sight of you when you come back Into Ger-
many, which would be a most bitter disappoint-
ment to me. And even If things so fall In with
my desire, that I may see you once more, I shall
not enjoy the pleasure long. I foresee what pain
I shall suffer in parting from you, and I would
gladly find some remedy for It; but nothing oc-
curs to me, unless a portrait of you might per-
haps be a relief to me. And though your like-
ness is so engraven on my heart as to be always
before my sight, yet I beg you kindly to Indulge
me so far as to send It to me, or bring it when you
come back. One reason why I wish to have It,
is that I may show it to those friends to whom
I say what 1 think of your worth, and what
hopes 1 entertain of your charadter; for they feel
that no man can possess such a gifted mind,
without showing marks of It in his person, and
especially in his face; and therefore they desire
greatly to see you. But I hope you will consider
yourself at liberty to say no, without offending
me; for 1 should be sorry to make a request that
could be                    to you. The sight of your

portrait at our friend Abondius' wrought upon
me so, that when I came home I wrote these
verses, which I          to youf though from my

earliest youth I have never tried my hand on
anything of the kind. I venture to expose my-
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